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Highlights

The National Chamber
and NEDA organizes another successful “Western
Province -Entrepreneur Awards 2023" in grandeur.

Western province
Entrepreneur Awards 2023
was held in grandeur on
7th November 2023, Lotus
convention hall, BMICH for
the sixth consecutive year.
The National Chamber of
Commerce of Sri
(NCCSL)
Enterprise Development
Authority (NEDA) have jointly

organized this annual award

Lanka

and National

scheme to distinguish, reward
and motivate Sri Lanka’s
very own entrepreneurs.
Driven with the objective
the

accomplishmentstoencourage

of recognizing

the business community in the

The Best Entrepreneur of the Year 2023 -

Western Province to improve
their standards of business
practices and achieve a high
level of entrepreneurship
focusing on the Micro, Small,
Medium and Large sectors.

This prestigious event was
graced by the esteemed
presence of Hon. Dr. Ramesh
Pathirana - Minister of
Industries and Health -
Chief Guest, Hon. Prasanna
Ranaweera - State Minister
of Small and Medium
Enterprises Development -
Guests of Honors, Hon. H.E.
Katsuki Kotaro - Minister

and Deputy Head of Mission

at the Embassy of Japan

Western Province (Gold Award)

Royal Cashews Group of Companies is receiving
the award from Hon Mr. Prasanna Ranaweera,
State Minister of Small and Medium Enterprises

Development
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in Sri Lanka. Mr. Lasantha
Kariyapperuma, Chairman /
Director General of NEDA,
Mr. Danuka Liyanagamage,
Director NEDA, Mr. Deepal
Nelson, President NCCSL
and many senior officials of
NEDA and NCCSL were also
present at the ceremony as
distinguished invitees.

Awarding criteria have been
set to recognize and honor
outstanding entrepreneurs
in various sectors, including
Industry/Manufacturing,
Agriculture/Livestock/
Fisheries, and Hospitality/
Tourism & other services.

There were 11 awards

Best Entrepreneur of the Year 2023 - 1st Runner-up

(Silver Award)

Venora International Projects (Private) Limited
is receiving the award from Hon Mr. Prasanna
Ranaweera, State Minister of Small and Medium

Enterprises Development
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Best Entrepreneur of the Year 2023 - 2nd Runner-up (Bronze Award)
Exterminators PLC is receiving the award from Mr. Lasantha
Kariyapperama, Chairman/Director General of National Enterprise
Development Authority

distributed throughout eight
thematic areas, acknowledging
the best practices in these
sectors. The following
awards were presented: Best
Environmentally Friendly
Enterprise, Best Exporter, Best
Productive Enterprise, Best
Innovative Enterprise, Best
Value-Added Enterprise, Best
Energy Efficiency Enterprise,
Best Entrepreneur Providing
the Most Jobs for Females,
Best Women Entrepreneur,
Best Entrepreneur with
Special Abilities, Best Youth
Entrepreneur and Award
for the Best Entrepreneur
Recovered and Survived
during the Economic Crisis.

The top awards of the evening,
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“Entrepreneur Awards 2023
- Western Province,” were
presented as follows: 2nd
Runner-up (Bronze Award)
winner: Exterminators PLC,
1st Runner-up (Silver Award)
winner: Venora International
Projects (Private) Limited and
Overall Winner (Gold Award)
- The Best Entrepreneur
of the Year 2023: Royal
Cashews Group of Companies.
Additional notable awardees
included: D Oshadhi Chamara
Oshadhi
Senanayake Photography,

Senanayake,

recognized as the Best
Entrepreneur with Special
Abilities.
Warusavithana,
Foods Products Pvt Ltd,

Jenika Senani

Senani

awarded as the Best Women
Entrepreneur.
National Enterprise
Development Authority,
NEDA, was established as a
Government Entity in 2006,
is dedicated to promoting,
supporting, encouraging,
and facilitating enterprise
development in Sri Lanka, with
astrongemphasis onthe Micro,
Small, and Medium Enterprise
(MSME) sector. The National
Chamber of Commerce of
Sri Lanka, founded in 1948,
has been at the forefront of
providing essential services
and assistance to businesses
across the country. The
organization plays a pivotal
role in promoting domestic and
foreign trade, with a special
focus on the development
of Micro, Small & Medium
Enterprises.

The
Entrepreneurship Awards

“Western Province

2023” ceremony celebrated
the innovative spirit and
dedication of entrepreneurs
who have played a pivotal role
in driving economic growth
and development in the
Western Province. The event
highlighted the importance

of entrepreneurship and
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Entrepreneur Awards 2023 - Western Province - All the winners

recognized outstanding (Platinum Sponsor), Pan Asia
achievements in various Banking Corporation PLC
business sectors. (Gold Sponsor), Wakkumbura

Industrial Technology
Bellose Lanka (Pvt) Ltd. Company Pvt Ltd. (Bronze

Sponsor) and Christell Luxury
Wellness (Bronze Sponsor)
provided their assistance as

sponsors.

Launch of the National Business Excellence Awards 2024

2 Awards 2024

ars of Excellence) ;

National Business Excellence Awards 2024 Official Launch - Unveiling the 2024 Trophy

(From Left: Mr. Kavinda Rajapakse — Deputy President - National Chamber, Dr. Lakmal Fernando — Honorary Secretary - National
Chamber, Mr. Deepal Nelson — President - National Chamber, Mr. Sunil G Wijesinha — Chairman of Panel of Judges - NBEA 2024,
Mr. Sanath Fernando — Chairman of the Technical and Financial Evaluation Committee - NBEA 2024, Mr. Chamika Godamanna -

Honorary Treasurer - National Chamber)
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Official Launch of the National
Business Excellence Awards
2024 held on Thursday, 14
December 2023 at 3.00
p.m. at National Chamber
Auditorium. Panel of Judges,
President & members of the
National Chamber, and Media
participated.
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Excellence Awd
- 2024

Being one of the pioneering
awards competitions initiated
as way back as 2004, by
the National Chamber of
Commerce of Sri Lanka,
the NBEA has maintained
its highest standards and
gained much recognition and
prestige amongst the business

community. The National

ational

Chamber

of Commence of S Lanka

Chamber of Commerce of
Sri Lanka takes pleasure in
announcing the “National
Business Excellence Awards
2024”, the flagship event for
the 19th consecutive year.

The Competition comprises
of categories - Extra Large,
Large, Medium, Small and

Micro - and diversified

of Commeree of




industry sectors: it also
creates the opportunity for
29 industry sectors to secure
Awards, category-wise or on
evaluation criteria.

92 Awards will be presented

to the Winners this year

(NBEA 2024), including
Overall Excellence Winners
of Gold, Silver and Bronze.
The evaluations will be carried
outinitially by a Technical and
Financial Panel followed by
the Panel of Judges.

The shortlisted applications

will be reviewed and
interviewed by a panel of
judges to ascertain the
best business entities as
award winners. The Awards
Ceremony will be held in June

2024 at the Shangri-La Hotel.

Bilateral Sessions | Meeting with Ambassadors

National Chamber hosted Sri Lankan High
Commissioner designate to Bangladesh.

The National Chamber of
Commerce of Sri Lanka in
collaboration with the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs hosted Mr.
Dharmapala Weerakkody
(Director General for South
Asia of Ministry of Foreign
Affairs), Sri Lankan High
Commissioner designate
to Bangladesh on recently
at the National Chamber
of Commerce of Sri Lanka.
Objective of this meeting
was to explore and discuss
bilateral trade and investment

opportunities between Sri
Lanka and Bangladesh.

National Chamber President,
Mr. Deepal Nelson
delivered the opening
remarks and welcomed the
High Commissioner and
emphasized the importance
of his presence at the National
Chamber to meet the leaders
in the business community.
This session was attended
by the office bearers of the
National Chamber, Mr. Andre

Fernando - President of Sri
Lanka Bangladesh Business
Co-operation Council and
several leaders from the
business community.

Mr. Weerakkody provided
comprehensive overview
of the business landscape in
Bangladesh and emphasized
that there isimmense potential
for Sri Lankan business
community to engage in export
trade where the demand is
significant on the industrial

The group of business community with Mr. Dharmapala Weerakkody, designated High Commissioner to
Bangladesh.



products. This meeting
brought together participants
from leading organizations in
Sri Lanka, who are currently
engaged with their business
operations in Bangladesh and
looking forward to exploring
expansion opportunities. This
event served as a platform
for the business community
to express and discuss their
challenges in carrying out the
export/import trade activities
with Mr. Weerakkody and
get his attention towards

fostering closer economic ties
and eliminating barriers for
collaboration between the two
nations. Valuable information
regarding tariffs and non- tariff
barriers, visa requirements
related issues, investment
and opportunities for export/
import were discussed.

Mr. Weerakkody stressed that
thereis agreat necessity to get
into MoU with Bangladesh to
promote Sri Lankan export
trade. He stressed that he

would be earnestly lookinginto
the challenges expressed by
the local business community
with the deeper understanding
gathered during this discussion.
The business community
representatives were
appreciative of the fact that
this discussion was organized
by the National Chamber to
express their business-related
bottlenecks directly with the
designated High Commissioner
to Bangladesh and request
viable solutions.

National Chamber hosted Sri Lankan High
Commissioner designate to India.

The National Chamber of
Commerce of Sri Lanka in
collaboration with the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs hosted
Ms. Kshenuka Seneviratne
(Former Secretary to the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs),
SriLankan High Commissioner
designate to India recently,
at the National Chamber
of Commerce of Sri Lanka.
Objective of this meeting
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was to explore and discuss
enhancement of bilateral trade
and investment opportunities
between Sri Lanka and India.

National Chamber President,
Mr. Deepal Nelson with his
opening remarks, welcomed
the High Commissioner and
emphasized the importance of
her presence at the National
Chamber to meet the leaders

of business community. This
session was attended by the
office bearers of the National
Chamber and several leaders
from the business community.

Ms. Seneviratne provided
a comprehensive overview
of the swiftly changing
business landscape in India
and emphasized about the
immense potential for Sri



Lankan business community to
engage in exports to the Indian
markets. Further, explained
that India being our closest and
biggest market, there isample
opportunity for Sri Lankan
business entities not only to
engage in exports but also to
promote tourism targeted at
the Indians. This event served
as a platform for the business

community to express and
discuss their challenges in
carrying out the export/import
activities with Ms. Seneviratne
and get her attention towards
fostering closer economic
ties and minimize barriers for
collaboration between the two
nations.

The business community
representatives expressed

their views and expectations
on the business expansion
plans in India and concluded
a fruitful discussion with
Ms. Kshenuka Seneviratne,
and she entrusted to extend
her fullest support in her
capacity as the Sri Lankan
High Commissioner in India.

Meeting with Sr1 Lankan Ambassador Designate to

North Africa

Meeting with Sri Lankan
Ambassador Desighate to
North Africa Mrs. M. E. M.
Weninger, held on Tuesday,
31 October 2023 at 3.00
pm, at the National Chamber
Boardroom. Members who are
exporters doing business with
Egypt, Libya, Tunisia, Morocco,
Algeria, Sudan and Eritrea
and Officials of the National
Chamber participated.

Discussed the Sri Lanka’s
trade relations with Egypt and
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other accredited countries in
North Africa and how Sri
Lanka can explore new areas

of cooperation with these
countries.




Special Lecture

. Special Presentation by Mr. Saliya Wickramasuriya on “Port City development, Energy

sector reforms, Qil exploration, and its impact on economy of Sri Lanka “ held on
Wednesday, 18 October 2023 at 5.30 pm at Colombo Golf Club. National Chamber
members participated.

. Dr. Sharmini Coorey, a member of the
Presidential Advisory Group on the
Multilateral Engagement and Debt
sustainability and the former director of
the institute for capacity development (ICD) of the
International Monetary Fund (IMF) delivered a lecture
on the ongoing economic reforms and the role of the
private sector in resolving the crisis situation in Sri
Lanka (11 December 2023)
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SME Activities

- o /B I'|, 1

A capacity building workshop
on Strengthening Business
Digitization and Product
Promotion initiatives among
Micro, Small and Medium
sized enterprises (MSME’s) for
accelerating progress towards
United Nations Sustainable
Development Goals (SDG’s)
in Sri Lanka, was conducted
from 24th to 27th of October
2023, at the Mandarina Hotel,
Colombo 03.

The workshop was organized
by the United Nations
Department of Economic
and Social Affairs (DSDG/
DESA) in collaboration with
the Ministry of Industries,
Sri Lanka and the National
Chamber of Commerce of Sri
Lanka (NCCSL) partnered as

15 | Voice Of Business Magazine

An nitiative towards

the technical training provider.
The workshop was closely
aligned with the 1,000-youth
entrepreneur programme,
a pilot project launched by
the Ministry of Industries
in Gampaha District. A total
of 50 participants which
included 35 entrepreneurs
from the 1000 vyouth
entrepreneur programme
and 15 government officers
providing support services to
the project participated in the

workshop.

the

deliberations the participants

During four-day
received comprehensive
practical oriented training
on adopting and developing
digital and e- commerce
platforms to market and

promote the production of

digitization of MSMEs in Sri Lank

the MSME’s to local and export

markets.

The program was conducted by
a professional team of experts
facilitated by the NCCSL, led
by Dr. Lochandaka Ranatunga
and Mr. Pranama Munasinghe
which covered the theory
and practice on introduction
to E- commerce and Digital
Marketing Strategies, Effective
online marketing strategies,
Building and managing
e-commerce business,
Advanced strategies and
integration. The participants
were privileged to design
and develop their own
webpages and social media
communication platforms
during the workshop with

the assistance of the trainers



who facilitated the program
in trilingual capability.

The inauguration ceremony
of the workshop was held on
24th October’2023. which
was graced by Ms. Thilaka
Jayasundera, Secretary to the
Ministry of Industries as the
chief guest. Ms. Simran Singh,
Country Director ILO, Mr. Ke
Liu Clark, United Nations,
Department of Economic
& Social Affairs (UNDESA/
UNDSDG), Mr. Deepal Nelson,
President, National Chamber
of Commerce, Mr. J W S
Kithsiri, Additional District
Secretary, District Secretariat,
Gampaha participated as
special guests. Senior officials
of the Ministry of Industries,
Mr. Erandika Dissanayake and
Mr. Asitha Senevirathne of ILO
Sri Lanka Country Office was

also present at the occasion as

special invitees.

The program was concluded
with an evaluation session
in which they provided their
feedback on the value of
receiving such a timely and
important learning experience
to adopt digitization and
marketing promotions through
e-commerce. An international
evaluator appointed by the
UNDSEA was also present as
an observer throughout the

four- day session.

The

ceremony was held on the final

certificate award
day of the workshop attended
by Ms. Thilaka Jayasundera,
Secretary Ministry of
Industries, Mr. Clark, United
Nations, Department of
Economic & Social Affairs
(UNDESA/UNDSDG), Mr.

Chamika Godamanna, National

Chamber of Commerce of Sri
Lanka. Mr. K.M Rizvi, Director,
Ministry of Industries and
Mr. Padmasiri Gunewardene,
Senior consultant who played
a key role in initiating and
organizing this workshop
also were present at both

occasions.

16 | Voice Of Business Magazine



Status Updates

Highlights and National Chamber weekly
engagements

17

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

Event

Discussion on “Strengthening Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises through
collectivization” organized by ILO (International Labour Organization). National
Chamber President participated.

44th National Conference of Chartered Accountants - National Chamber President
participated.

Ministry of Industries meeting to discuss the current issues faced by local
Industries, chaired by the Secretary of Ministry of Industries. Hony. Secretary and
SG participated.

Meeting with Delegation from the United Nations Economic and Social
Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP) Organized by Board of Investment
(BOI) - Hony. Treasurer and SG participated.

Opening Ceremony of National IT & BPM (Business process management) Week
organized by Sri Lanka Association for Software Services Companies
(SLASSCOM). SG participated.

Opening ceremony of DIGIECON 2030 (Digital Economy 2030) organized by
DIGIECON Sri Lanka 2023-2030 Secretariat. Hony. Treasurer and Hony. Secretary
participated.

Panel of Judges meeting on Entrepreneur Awards 2023-Western Province for
MSMEs, Hony. Secretary, Panel of Judges members and National Chamber
Officials participated.

Meeting on UNDP Capacity Building Workshop for MSME Entrepreneurs in Sri
Lanka, National Chamber President, Hony. Secretary, SG, and Mr. Padmasiri
Gunawardana- External Consultant UNDP, participated.

Special delegation from China, - Yunan Province meeting conducted at Temple
Trees SG represented the Chamber.

Investment Promotion Roundtable discussion, under the title “Invest in Egypt:
Toward a Sri Lanka Egypt Business Council”, aiming to encourage investment and
enhance trade between Sri Lanka and Egypt, organized by Embassy of Egypt.
Office Bearers, Council members and SG participated.

Exporters Forum to discuss issues of the exporters, Chaired by Hon. Minister
Dilum Amunugama, State Minister of Investment Promotion - SG participated.

Meeting with Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce and Industry (FICCI) -
Mr. Subhrakant Panda, President FICCI & Managing Director, Indian Metals & Ferro
Alloys Ltd, Mr. Shailesh K Pathak, Secretary General, FICCI and Ms. Deepti Pant,
Joint Director, Head- Africa & South Asia (FICCI), President, Hony. Secretary and SG
participated.

Meeting to discuss National Business Excellence Awards 2024 - Office Bearers, Mr.
Sanath Fernando and National Chamber Officials participated.

Stakeholder Consultation Meeting on Power Sector Reforms, organized by
Ministry of Power and Energy chaired by the Hon. Minister of Power & Energy Mr.
Kanchana Wijesekera - Mr Prabath Wickremasinghe, Electrical Engineer /
Immediate Past President - Small Hydro Association, Ceylinco General Insurance
Ltd and member of Renewable Energy Council of NCCSL participated.

Launch of the ILO report "The impact of multiple crises on micro, small and
medium enterprises in Sri Lanka" organized by the ILO Country Office for Sri
Lanka and the Maldives — Mr. Pradeep Uluwaduge, Council member of the
National Chamber participated.

Private Sector Stakeholder meeting to identify products to be included into the
Protective List of the Proposed Free Trade Agreement between Sri Lanka and
Thailand - SG represented NCCSL.

Meeting with regard to the “Proposed Executive Diploma in Law and Conflict
Management for Senior and Mid-Level Corporate Executives” Officials from Sri

Voice Of Business Magazine

Date, Time & Venue

3 October 2023 from 9.00 am — 12.00 noon
at the MovenPick Hotel

3 October 2023 at 6.30 pm at Monarch
Imperial, Sri Jayawardenapura

4 October 2023 at 9.30 am at Ministry
Premises.

9 October 2023 from 1.30 pm - 3.00 pm at
the Conference Room of the BOI

11 October 2023 from 8.30 am - 10.00 am at
BMICH - Sirimavo Bandaranaike
Memorial Exhibition Center

11 October 2023 from 5.00 pm to 11.00 pm,
at the Shangri-La Ballroom in Colombo

Monday, 16 October 2023 at 11.00 a.m. at
the National Chamber Committee Room

16 October 2023 at 3.00 pm at National
Chamber Boardroom.

20 October 2023 at 4.30 pm

Temple Trees

Monday, 30 October 2023 at 3.00 pm at
Shangri La Colombo

Thursday, 2 November 2023 at 2.00 p.m.
at the Sri Lanka Export Development
Board

Thursday, 2 November 2023 at 7.30 p.m.
at the Hotel Taj Samudra.

Friday, 3 November 2023 at 3.15 pm at the
National Chamber Boardroom.

7 November 2023 at 4.00 pm at the
Ministry of Power Energy.

7 November 2023 4.00 pm at Trace Expert
City, Maradana, Colombo 10

8 November 2023 from 1.00 pm to 5.00 pm
at the “Auditorium’, O1st Floor, SEMA
Building, Janadhipathi Mawatha,
Colombo 01.

8 November 2023, at 5:00pm. at National
Chamber Boardroom.
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18.

19.

20.

21.
22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

Lanka Institute of Information Technology (SLIIT), National Office Bearers and
Chamber Officials participated.

B2B Session for Chinese (Sichuan) Business Delegates held on 10 November 2023
at 2.30 pm at Kingsbury Hotel (Winchester Ballroom) organized by the Federation
of Chambers of Commerce and Industry of Sri Lanka (FCCISL). On invitation
President and SG participated.

Meeting on Preparation for the Second Skills Sector Program organized by ADB -
National Chamber. Hony. Secretary and ASG participated.

Conference of Investment, Trade and Tourism Promotion between the Vinh Long
Province of Vietnam and Sri Lanka - National Chamber President, Deputy
President, Hony. Treasurer, Hony. Secretary, Chairman of Rubber, Metal and Plastic
Committee and an official from a member company participated.

Presidential Export Awards 2023 - President and SG participated.

Virtual meeting on ETCA Stakeholder consultation regarding the draft Chapter on
Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT) of the ETCA, Sri Lanka Standards Institution
(SLSI) organized the meeting, SG participated.

Business Forum on “Port City: Propelling Sri Lanka's Economic Take-Off"
organized by the Sri Lanka China Business Cooperation Council in collaboration
with CHEC Port City Colombo (Pvt) Ltd - National Chamber President and
Assistant Secretary General participated.

Ministry of Industry meeting on Execution of the Strategic Implementation Road
Map 2023-2027 - President and Senior Deputy President participated.

Meeting with The International Trade Centre (ITC) - SG participated

Final Round of Stakeholder Consultation Meeting on Proposed Sri Lanka -

Thailand Free Trade Agreement (SLTFTA) - Senior Deputy President participated.

Special Guest Lecture by Dr Sharmini Coorey on “Private Sector role in resolving
the debt crisis in Sri Lanka” - National Chamber members participated
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Friday, 17 November 2023 at Sri Lanka
Resident Mission Resident Mission of
Asian Development Bank

Friday, 17 November 2023 at the Granbell
Hotel Colombo

23 November 2023 at 2.00 pm at BMICH
28 November 2023 at 10.00 am

5 December 2023 from 5.00pm to 7.30pm
at Galadari Hotel, Colombo.

Wednesday, 6 December 2023 at 2.00 pm
at the Ministry Auditorium

Wednesday, 6 December 2023 from 4.30
pm - 5.30 pm at the National Chamber.

07 December 2023 from 10.00am to 12.00
noon at the “Auditorium, 01st Floor, SEMA
Building, Janadhipathi Mawatha,
Colombo 01”.

Monday, 11 December 2023 at 5.30 pm
held at the Royal Colombo Golf Club
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